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Commission Hearings:
Only the beginning...

Presently, the redress/reparations move-
ment is entering into an important period.
The Commission on Wartime Relccation and
Internment of Civilians is now in the pro-—
cess of being established and will be hold-

ing hearings beginning sometime this spring.

Originating from a Congressional bill ini-
tiated by the JACL and passed in July of
1980, the Commission will be authorized to
collect testimony and information concern-
ing Executive Order 9066 and the subse-
guent relocation and internment of Ameri-
can citizens and residents, At the end of
the one-year study, it must determine
"whether a wrong was committed" and "re-
commend appropriate remedies.”

While the NCER feels that, in principle,
the Japanese community should not have to
"prove” to any commission that they endured
injustice -- for it is well documented in

research and personal experience -- the HCRR

does see the upcoming Commission hearings
as an important vehicle to educate the pu-
blic about the camps, and impress opon the
government that redress and reparatlions is
due to the Japanese community. Further-
more, the NCRR feels that the Commission -
hearings should be a means by which Nikkel
can be further united and invelwved in even
greater numbers in the R/R movenment.

For this reason, the NCRR feels that it
is crucial to keep the Nikkei community
abreast of the latest developments in the
Commission hearing process. Currently,the
number of commissioners to be desiqnateq
by the President and Congress has been in-
creased from seven to nine, Five of the
commissioners have been appointed so far.
They are: William Marutani, Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia;l
Arthur Fleming, Chair of the U.5. Cnmg;s-
sicn on Civil Rights; Joan Z., Bernstein,
Chief GeneralcCounsel of the Department
of Health, and Human Services; Edward
Brocke, former U,5. Senator from Massa-
chusetts; and Hugh B, Mitchell, former

U.5. Senator from Washington. Three of
the remaining four will be selected bg
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Feb. 19th —
Day of Unity & Action

February 19, 1342, is a date that is etch-
ed forever in the memories of Japanese Ameri-
cans. ©On that day, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, which
was the Presidential sanction for the exclu-
sion and subsequent incarceration of over
110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry on the
West Coast. While the Japanese were not spe-
cifically named in E.Q., 9066, only the Japa-
nese as a group were singled out as the
"enemy” and maligned as "dangerous" to the
war-time security of the U.3. This was done
despite government knowledge of substantial
and documented evidence to the contrary.
Military orders authorized by E.0.9066 round-
ed up Japanese of all ages, citizens and non-
citizens alike, and removed them to barren
wastelands of the country's interior in to-
tal disregard of due process of law and
other rights specified by the Constitution.
Tar-paper barracks behind barbed wire bascame
"home" for the Japanese for four years.

In recent years, for Japanese communities
throughout the U.5,, February 19th has be-
caome a Day of Remembrance, a time to recall
this grave injustice that so radically
shaped the destiny of Japanesein America,
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Nat’l Conference
Inspires

Bert Makanoc, member of LTPRO,
gave the NCRR keynote spgech

Thirty-pine years have passed since
the United States government aincarcerated
120,000 Japanese Americans in concentration
camps and deprived them of justice and dus
process of law. Yet, in spite of the long
stretch of intervening years since the camps
closed, the Japanese American community has
shown 1tself to be a wvital ‘and growing fcorce.
On November 15 anc 16, 1980, over 350 Japan-
ese Americans met at the California State
Univerzsity at Los Angeles at the NCRR-orga-
rized Mational Conference vunder the banner,
“Justice Now! Reparations Now.'

The conference was the outgrowth of
several years of community organizing around
the issue by member and supporting organize-
tions of the NCRR, which has been actively irn-

Mako, noted sctor/director, reads
an excerpt of "The Geold Watch®
at the evening' cultural program

invelved in this effort since the group's in-
ception in July 19B0. As 3 result of this,
the pEst few years have seen the burgecning
of- & community conscicusress on R/R, and it
has produceé a gentomporary mats movement.

The MNational Conferernce brought together
g1l strata of the cemmunity. and it drew us
srom acrose the country. Theéere were workercz,
students, newcomers, and professionals. There
were Japanese pecple of all generations. And
there were people of other nastionalities, sup-
poling us in our s=truggle.

Chanting "ichi danketsu toso shori, uni-
ted as one we will dare to win victory!" the
Japar Food Corpgration workers, then in the
midst of their strike. showec their seolidarity
with the KCRR. Michael Pili Humphrf£y, an
activist in the Black Liberaticn Movement,
gave a rousing statement of support, linking
the fight for self-determination for Black
people with the Japanese people's fight for
R/R:

"'..__—E":-' L i

Most of the conference provided for simultaneous
translation in Japansse for Iszel

The proceedings opened with CGorden Hira-
bavahi delivering the keynote address.
Hirabsyashi, now a professor of sociology at
the University of Washington, was one of three
nisei whose courage and resptance led to
Supreme Court casecs challenging the legality
of the curfew orders and suhequent incarcer-
atieon.: He giscussed hizs experiences prior
the camps and his: decision to wiclate the cues
few order. He ralled on all Japanese Ameri-
cans to reject second-class citizenship and
to take the lead in pursuing redress.

Cont. on pg. ©



R/R Through
The Law

Legal workshops held at the NCRR con-
ference provided & wealth of information on
kAR and the law. Lawyers and law student:s
from the California State Bar Sub-committee
on Redress and other attorneys spent months
preparing research on the existing cases which
legitimized the forced evacuation as well as
research into legislative and legal recourses
to win reparations.

The Saturday morning session led off with
a lively mock hearing of the Korematsu case.
Fred Korematsu, a U.S citizen, refused to
obey the evacuation order and was subsequently
arrested. The mock hearing showed that the
constitutionality of the evacuation order is
far from closed and will have a bearing 1n
fighting for reparations.

In the afterncon session, a panel of
speakers brought out the history of R/R cases
and future legal and legislative alternatives.
"he first presentation on the 1948 Evacuation
Claims Act recounted the aet's grave limitations.
Loss of life and personal hardships were not
allowed as compensatory items. By the end of
the program, only 24,103 claims [out of over
120,000 Japanese incarcerated) were settled.
Most pecple settled on an average of 5740 for
their businesses, farme, and homes that were
lost.

On the izsue of legislative and legal
strategles for winninaR/R in the present,
panelists pointed out that major obstacles
must be cleared away before launching legal
action. First, the government's sovereign
immunity protects it from law suits. Secondly.
prior legal decisions must be waived to allew
new hearings. This involves waiving the
statutenf limitations on the case.

the

one of the cases researched by the State
Bar Sub-committese was the 1978 Sioux. Indian
Black Hills settlement. The land was stolen
by the U.S5. government in 1877, and legal deci-
sicns upheld the government's actien. After
much pressure, Congress enacted an amendment
to the 1946 Indian Claims Acts. The amend-
ment eliminated the ohstacle of the previous
legal decisions and stated that Congress re-
cognized 2 moral chligation and, in turn, cre-
ated & legal obligation to pay reparations to
the Sicux. Furthermore, Congress censidered
the "taking" of the Sicux land 3 viclation of
zhe 5th Amendment as well as Sicoux treaty
rights. <Congress also recognized that the de-

privation of the Sicux's livelihood by the tak-
ing of the land and relocation was a wrong
that must be redressed.

Gordon Birabayashi delavering the keynote address.

While the circumstances of Japanese
aAmerican incarceration are different, the Sioux
case set important precedents. The NCRR and
the State Bar Sub-committee plan to investigate
further the possibility of enabling legislation
to allow further legal action.

another legal tactic presented was the
constituticnal tort approach. A tort is a legal
principle that alleows individuals to sue to
recover damages for violations of ciwvil liber-
ties ar injury caused by unlawful action.
Sirce the U.5. Constitutien clearly protects
individuals from unlawful detention and viocla-
tion of liberties by Federal and state officials,
law suits based on constitutional torts have
been filed against unlawtyl actions by the
Federal government. In several cases cited,
the courts awrded damages to individuals whe
were improperly searched, arrested, and
detzined by police and government officials
without reasonable grounds to justify such
actions:

In awarding damages for unlawful deten-
the courts have granted compensation for
medical expenses. lest income as well as gen-
eral damages for pain and suffering. In this
regard, this approach, Etoo, has many implica-
tione for Japanese Americans who suffered vio-
lations of their civil rights during the incar
ceration.

tion;

While these legal and legislative appro-
aches provide interesting cptions, several
panelists emphasized that the legal/legislative
strategy must be linked to a political strategy.
Congress will not be induced to recegnize the
right of Japanese Americans and Aleutians to
RAR unless there is a mass movement which cre-
ates pressure on the politicians.

In the months ahead, the HCRR plans to
continue its legal and legislative investi-
gation around direct appropriations, enabling
legislation and other means to Wik R/R. As the
investigation continues, efforts for a grass-
roots campaign must be mounted to win even
greater support for the just demand of RAR.




LOS ANGELES REGIONAL

Following the successful National Con-
ference in L.A., the flurry of holidays car-
ried us right through to the year-end Little
Tokyo Mochitsuki, For this event, the L.A.
Regional set up an R/R table with literature
and petitions, and talked with people in the
community around the issue, In January, the
Regional participated in a number of activi-
ties, ameng them: an R/R program co-spon-
sored by the East L.A. JACL, featuring Judge
Fobert Takasugi, John Tateishi for the JACL
Wational Redress Committee, and WCRR repre-
sentatives June Kizu and Jim Matsuoka;
and planning for a joint program with the
Long Beach JACL,

February's schedule cof educational out-
reach and joint work with organizations
around the issue of RB/R continues to pick up
momentum. Among this month's events are:
daing WCRR presentations at both the Orange
County JACL and Cal State L.A.'s "Asian
Awarenegss Day"; and participating in the
Japan Food Workers Victory Party which ce-
lebrated the end of their strike. In addi-
tion, the R/R Committee of the Little To-
kyo People's Rights Drganization, a mem-
ber organization of the NCRR,is now deve-
loping a broad outreach program to help mo-
bilize for the upcoming Commission hearings.

Finally, one of the Regicnal's main pri-
orities this month is the Day of Remembrance
event, which will be a candlelight march
from Little Tokyo to the Federal Building,

a short rally, a taiko performance, and a
memorial service officiated by Rewv, Paul
Hagiya and Revy, Alfred Tsuyuki,

SACRAMENTO REGIONAL

Since the MWaticnal Conference, the Sacra-
mento Regiconal has initiated a petition
campaign to secure a Commission hearing in
Sacramento. The Sacramente Valley and
surrounding area has a significant Nikkei
population, and we feel that the particular
significance of the Tule Lake Camp must
be raised.

Additionally, we are working with the
Sacramento Committee for Redress/Hepara-
tions to sponsor a Day of Remembrance
program on February 19 at the Japanese
United Methodist Church. The program will
provide an update on the Commission and
draw support for a Sacramento hearing
gite. Group discus=ions will take place
after the program.

Finally. general outreach work continues.
At this time our membership consists of
Sacramento Tule Lake Committee;, Asian
Legal Services, Southside Peoples' Art
Collective, and individuals. We plan to
hold additional meetings and programs in
the future to mobilize for the upcoming
Commission hearings.
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SAN DIEGO REGIONAL

In November 1980 a group of concerned
Wikkei met in San Diego to discuss the issue
of R/R. Out of this meeting was formed the
S5an Diego Redress/Reparations Committee
(SDRRC) . With a diverse membership includ-
ing workers, students, and professionals
from several generations of Hikkei as well
as from other nationalities, the SDRRC has
been an active member organization of the
NCRR. The SDRRC is currently invelved in
activities around a Day of Remembrance pro-
gram’and the Commission hearings.

On Sunday, February 22, the SDRRC, in
co-sponsorship with the San Diego chapter
of the JACL and the Union of Pan Asian
Communities, will present an event commem-
orating February 19. The event will feature
rare contraband footage of the Heart Moun-
tain Camp, a koto performance by Masazume
Kai, and dancing by Bando Mitsuhire Kai,
ag well as statements by the San Diego JACL
and the SDRRC. Japanese translation will
be ‘provided, as well as free childeare,
transportation for the elderly, and refresh-
ments.

In preparation for the Commission hear-
ings, the SDRRC is cireculating two peti-
tions. One is a nationwide petition
gathering support for the Eive points of
unity of the NCRR, and the other calls far
San Diego to be one of the Commission
hearing sites. We feel the Commission
should come to where the people are, and
there are approximately 10,000 Nikkei in
the greater san Diego area, as well as
thousands in East San Diego County and
Imperial County. The SDRRC will be active-
ly seeking out individuals and organiza-
tions interested in testifying at the
hearings.

JUSTICE NOW! RE



SAN JOSE/PENINSULA REGIONAL

™ Ever since July 1980, with the formation
of the NCRR and the signing of the Commis-
sion bill, activities in the San Jose area

around the BE/R issue have been gathering
momentum.  HNCRR member organizations in this
Regional include the Nihonmachi Qutrearh
Committee (NOC), the Asian Law Alliance
(ALA), and Asian Amecricans for Community

o
) Involvement [(AACI), with active support and
. . . encouragement from the local JACL chapters
(Sequeoia, San Jose, and San Mateo) and from

student groups (Stanford AASA, San Jose
State ASIAN, University of Santa Clara ALSA
and Ethnic Studies, and the South Bay Asian
Pacific Student Union).

Inspired by the National Conference, the

Regional has been busy planning for a Day

of Remembrance program to be held on Febru-

ary 22. The program will feature Edward

Miyakawa, speakers from the NCRR and San Jose
SAN FRQNCIS{:GJ{EAST EAT REGIUNJE"L chapter of JACL, and Mrs. Umenoc Fujino, a

long-time San Jose resident who will speak

on changes she has seen in the San Jose
Nikkei community before and after the Camps.

HCRR work in the San Francisco/FEast In additien to this prng;am._the Regicnal
Bay area began before the MNational Confer— is supporting and participating in other
ence. The Japanese Community Progressive Day of Hemembrance events to be held at the
Alllapce (JCPA} in San Francisco, one of University of Santa Clara, Stanford, and
the founding member organizations of the San Jose State University.

NCRR, formed a Redress/Reparations committee 2

and began doing educational outreach in The Regional's other major activity has
the community. We helped develop an out- been to launch a campaign to have San Juge
reach slideshow and attended Board and designated as one of the Commission hearing
general membership meetings of community sites. Through petitioning, in both English
organizations and churches. At these and qap?nﬂse. we hope tn_impress upon the
presentations we talked about the R/R issue, Commission that this region, H%th the sec?nd
the current situation with R/R, the NCRR largest concentration of Mikkei on the main-
goals, and how pecple could get involved. land, has much ko say about the Camp experi-
These outreach presentations were also ence and should be heard. Also, whther or
a means to get people's ideas and feedback nqt San Jose #s designated as a hearing

and to learn of their own perscnal experi- site, the Regional plans to help mobilize
ences. witnesses,

The other aspect of reaching out te the
community was the two programs we held prior
to the Conference. Hoth of these programs
were held to publicize the issue, mobilize
for the Conference, and give those unable to
attend the Conference a way to put in their
ideas about the R/R campaian. The program
held in Berkeley showed a number of Camp
films--home movies,War Relocation Authority
films, and others about the Camps. The
San Francisco program featured a keynote
speaker, Edward Miyakawa, the author of
the novel Tule Lake. TIh both of these
programs: we saw that the interest in R/R
is broad and one which can involve many
different people.

Most recently, the Regional has been busy
Planning for a Day of Remembrance event on
February 16. This event will include an
educational and memorial program after a
march to the Kinmon Gakuen, the San Francisco
gathering point for the evacuation.

PARATIONS NOW'!




DAY OF REMEMBRANCE

Organized by student and community groups,
Day of Remembrance programs and memorials
have paid tribute to those who suffered in
the camps, especially the first generation
issei, whose losses were staggering., These
events have also become a time to honor the
struggles of Japanese who bravely resisted
their unjust treatment.

Thiz year's Day of Remembrance activities
organized by the NCRR will take on added sig-
nificance -- not only will they represent a
time to reflect on the past, but they will
also represent a time for unity and action --
for Japanese throughout the country involved
in the just cause of redress/reparations.

In San Francisco, San Jose, Sacramentnr san
biego, Los Angeles, and New York, traditional
music and poetry, personal accounts of Feb.
19, 1942, and the camps, memorial serviges §nd
candlelight wvigils at places of historic sig-
nificance in Japanese communities will take
place through the efforts of the NCRR and
other Japanese community groups.

Cont. from pg. 1

By bringing together broad sectors of the
Japanese community to commemorate February
19th as a Day of Remembrance and by conduct-
ing general education around the Camp expsr-
itnce, these programs will move the redress/
reparations movement one step further; for
they will help us confront and understand the
Camp experience as well as help us to unite
the Japanese community in its present fight
for justice in the form of redress/reparations,
and strengthen the community's resclve to en-
sure that what happened in 1942 never happen
to any other group of people.

CONFERENCE INSPIRES

The next three speakers on the ageonda
were Philemon Tutiakofif of the Aleutian/Prik-
1lof Island Association, William Hohriof thec
Matienal Ceouncil for Japanese American Redress,
and Ron Wakabayachi, a member of the Japaness
American Citizens League Mational Redress
Committes., Tutiakeff gave a moving account
af the evacuation ancé imprisonment of over
B50 Aleutian Native Americans under Executive
order 9066. Hohri spoke forcefully for repa-
rations and described the class action sult
his organization is initiating. Wakabayashi
gave his perscnal perspective on the JACL role
in the R/R movement and his own participation
on the Redress Committee.

Cont. from pg. 2

Bert Nakaneo of the Little Tokyo FPecple's
Rights Organization served as spokesperson for
the WCRRE. He expanded on the WCRR's positien
regarding reparations, most particularly its
perspectives on monetary compensation, the
rebuilding of communities and the overturning
of the legal basis for the camps, all of which
are integral parts of the NCRR's fiwve Praincl-
ples of Unity.

During the morning session of the con-
ference a whole array of educaticnal workehops
were held. Topice included ranged from analy-
sis of the Camp's effcct on womer, the cof-
munity. family. and individuals. te presentas-
tions on the histery of the RB/E movement.
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Another round of workshops in the atfter
noon addressed the important issue of strategy.
The legal and legizlative aspects of the RB/R
movement ané possible future avenues of acticn
were presented in "Pursuing Reparations Throug
the Law." Other workshops included one on
strategies for approsthing the commission hesr-
ings, one on conducting cutreach and educa-
tional presentations to the community, and one
on the use of art and culture in the E/R move-
ment.,

In the evenling, actors, writer: and muasi-
cians such as Mako, Momoke Iko, and June anc
Dan Kuramoto from Hiroshima gave moving perfor-
mances, demenstrating the bread range of sup-
part that R/R has in the Japanese Community.

The second day of the conference was de-
voted to uniting on NERR's Principles of Unity
and programme to put into action all that was
learned and experieénced during the workshops
gRd speeches. Although the first day had been
an exausting one, tne programme and principles
of Unity were unanimously adopted with resound-

ing applause and chants of Justice Now,
Reparations Now.

The conference was a significant victory
for the R/R movement. The potential te bring
tegether many different people and perspectives
to Bear on this one issue was realized and the
impact of this 1is carryving itself through the
many Day of Remembrance activities. We can all
look forward to a bright future in the Japanese
penple's call for Justice How, Reparations HNow!

It MEMORY OF

FHRATA: In a recent leaflet publicizing NCHR'S
Day of Remembrance activities, it was errchecusly
menticned that Concerned Japsnese Americans 1= a3
chapter of the NCRR. The Concerned Japanese
mmericans is supportive of the WCER, but is not a
chapter at this time.



PACIFIC SOUTHWEST JACL
ENDORSES NCRR

The following resclution was adopted
by the Pacifiec Southwest District JaCL
Board, and will he presented to their
Council on Feb. I4, 1981,

Resolution Endorsing the National
Coalition on Redress and Reparations

WHEREAS, the National Council of the Japan-
ege American Citizens League endorsed the
concept of redress for Japanese Americans
relocated and interned during World War IT
as a Wational JACL position for the bien-
nium at its Salt Lake City Convention in
1978; and

WHEREAS, this concept was carried forth to
the establishment of a Presidential Commis-
sion on the Wartime Relocation and Intern-
ment of Civilians; and

WHEREAS, the Pacific Southwest District
Council recognizes the magnitude of this
project and its direct impact on the Japan-—
ese American Community at large; and

WHEREAS, the education, motivation, and
preparation of the Japanese American Commun-
ity for the upcoming Commission Hearings

can be more effectively accomplished by
recognizing and working in conjunction with
other community organizations without the
compromise of those objectives adopted by
the JACL National Committee for Redress;
Mow, therefore be it

ZS50LVED, that the Pacific Southwest Dis-
trict Council endorses and encourages
mutual participation with the National
Coalition for Redress and Reparations, for
educational and informational purposes,
and encourages other Districts to consider
adoption of this resclution,

e - S

of the Aleut people

The story of the Aleut people is Little
known, especially the bitter years during
World War [T when they were forcibly im-
prisoned by the U.5. government.

Imprisonmant and exile

Following the bombing of Pearl Har-
bor, the U.5. military began construction

of a naval base on Unalaska in the Aleu-
tians. ""Our depravation began with the
LIS, military confining us in our home-
town with barbed wire fences, M.P.-
manned checkpoints, curfew, blackouts
.« " Philemen Tutiakoff, chaiman of
the Aleutian ! Pribilof Islands Association,
told UNITY. **Our chiefand church com-
mittee questioned the military only to hear
. - - @very curl ‘national emergency.” Our
recommendation went unheeded.”” The
Aleuts were virtual prisoners in their own
commumnities.

By April 1942, the U5, military had in-
tercepted Japanese plans for the June in-
vasion of the Aleutians. Yet, the U5, mili-
tary did nothing to protect the Aleuts or
provide for safe relocation,

Alter Japanese troops overran Kiska
and Attu islands, Aleuts on Atka Island
fled thelr village to their, summer fishing
camp, " That night we saw a glow.in the sky
v oe " snid Vera Meozoroff, " 'We found
the U.5, Mavy had burned our village (o
the ground (to deprive the Japanese of any
shelter).'" Given only 24 hours notice and
limited 1o one suilcase of personal belong-
ings, the Aleuts were removed rom their
six island communities by the end of July
and taken to abandoned cannerics and
mines in southeast Alaska, White fisher-

men residing in the Aleutians
were allowed to remain, Aleut
families were split up as the white
spouses of Aleuts were also
forced to stay behind.

The camps at Funter Bay,
Killisnoo, Burnett Inler and
Ward's Cove, administered by
the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Sery-
ice and Office of Indian Affairs,
were island prisons. Amid the
rotted timbers of dilapidated
bubldings, the Aleuts were forced
to make their homes. *“In our
designated 15 by 20 foot home,
there were 28 of us," explained
Tutiakoff. *'There existed no
school, no church, no medical
facility, no store, no community
waler or sewage system, no rec-
reation or community facili-
ties."" Even U5, prisoners of war
received better treatment than
the Aleuts.

Hundreds of Aleuts were stricken as
FunI&ﬁnus diseases such a5 mensles and
influenza swept through the unsanitary,
overcrowded camps.

Reasons for Imprisonmaent

The Aleuts had committed no crime,
nor were they a security risk. Yet they re-
mained prisoners for two more years after
the lapanese troops had been driven out
of the Aleutians in August 1943, Because
of the hordble conditions in the camps,
the Aleuts demanded to be returned home
of allowed to move to another part of
Alaska.

The LS. military opposed both de-
mands: U5, troops had taken over the
Aleuts' homes and did not want to build
additional housing for returning Aleuts.
Secondly, the government refused 1o let
the Aleuts go because they needed (0 keep
the Aleuts together as a labor force. Over
31 million in revenues was lost in 1942
when the government sponsored seal hunt
was canceled by the forced removal of the
Aleuts, To prevent such a loss again, in
May 1943 the U.5. government forced the
Aleuts to return home for the seal hunt.
Left behind were women, children and the
elderly,

Adthough the Aleuts from the Pribilofs
were returned in May 1944, other Aleuts
did not get relegsed until April 1945, When
they reached the islands, tears of happi-
ness turned to sorrow and rage. “We
found our little house unlivable with no
trace of our belongings,' said Tutiakoff,
Religious icons, fishing boats, furniture —
all were stolen or vandalized by the U.S,
troops who even shot up the walls of the
houses 1o amuse themselves.

The war altered forever the develop-

ment of the Aleut people. Herring spawn-
ing lagoons were filled in by the LS. Mavy,
Codfish disappeared from waters which
had been polluted by the oil tankers. The
hoszpital on Unalaska, destroyed by the
war, was never rebullt, and the Alaska na-
tive death rate soared to 763 per 100,000
compared 1o the LS. average of 40 per
100, 00,

By the end of the war, only half of the
Aleuts who were imprisoned ever returned
home., Over 100 had died of llness and dis-
ease; others simply moved away to other
parts of Alaska,

Support the demand
for reparations

Mo reparations have ever been paid to

the Aleuts who suffered unjust removal
and imprisonment similar (o the 120,000
Japanese imprisoned in World War Il con-
cemration camps on the U.S. mainland.

At the MNational Coalition for Re-
dressy Reparations (MCRR) conference
held in Los Angeles on Movember 15-16,
the Aleuts voiced their support for a joine
campalgn o win justice and reparations,
Working in conjunction with the NCRR,
the Aleuyts will be presenting their story
and demands before the upcoming hear-
ings of the Commission on Wartime Relo-
cation of Civilians, a congressional investi-
gatory committee. Hearings are slated for
major cities where there are concentra-
tions of Japaness Americans and also in
Alaska early next year.

One particular demand the Aleuts will
raise is that the U8, government construct
multi-purpose community facilities in
each community affected by the World
War II evacuation to serve as a living
memorial to those who passed away from
the racist imprisonment.

"“We had no choice whatsoever when
the U.5. governmens caused us o simply
exist for two and one-half vears . . . . The
Aldeuts will cooperate completely in ensur-
Ing that no American shall endure what we
did,"" said Tutiakoff.
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In Memoriam

(C—> AMY UNO ISHII =

DEC. TI, 1820 - JAN. 2I, I98I

At the Los Angeles Day of Remembrance
program, the NCRR will give a special trib-
ute to a fellow member and dear friend, the
late Amy Unc Ishii, who passed away on
January 21, 1981. 2Amy was very well known
for her many years of dedication and commit-
ment to the cause of R/R. Through lectures,
exhibits, and slide presentations she was
an outspoken advocate for R/R, not only
locally, but all across the nation. Amy
spent countless days in NCRE meetings,and
prior toc that was active in the Los
Angeles Coalition on R/R, one of the groups
that helped initiate the formation of the
NCRR.

While her presence will be very much
missed by all who have worked with her, we
will remember Amy's staunch spirit and will
try to carry on the legacy of her hard work.
Amy had been afflicted with a serious heart
condition for many years, but often shared
with us the feeling that, despite her own
fragile health, she felt assured that the
dedication of individuals and groups such as
the NCRE would continue to fight for rep-
arations actively.

The following was a public announcement

in the Rafu Shimpo (La) by the Uno Ishii
family: "In lieu of flowers, the family
requests that donations be made in Amy's
name to the Wational Coalition for Redress/
Reparations (NCRR), 244 S5, San Pedro St.,
Rm. 406, Los Angeles, CA 90012." The NCRR
respectfully, and in sorrow, acknowledges
the generosity and integrity. cof the Uno
Ishii family's beguest.

Cont. from pg.

COMMISSION

the House of Representatives, and the last
will be chosen by the Senate. Once the
appointments have been completed, a com-
mission staff will be formed and hearing
sites designated., It is reported that
L.A. may be the first site for the

hearings.

Because the Commission is only obliged to
"gtudy"” whether a wrong was committed, the
HMCRE believes that all the more importance
ghould be placed upon ensuring that the
many voices of the Wikkei community for ?
redress/reparations are heard. The NCRR will
be organizing and preparing individuals with-
in the Nikkei communities to attend the
hearings, testify, and speak out -- not only on
why the camps were wrong, but alsc to demand
that after all these years, meaningful res-
titution be made.

The NCRR will be planning community educa-
tionals and programs to build up for the
hearings, including such activities as mock
commission hearings to help people prepare.
Over the next few months, we will be gtepping
up our outreach efforts in the community
through presentations, petiticning, leaflet-
ting, publicity in the local media, to make
sure that Nikkei know about the hearings and
encourage them to attend.

The Commission hearings should be apen?d .
up to the widest participation from the Nikkei
community. With this in mind, the NCRR has
been busy conducting a petition driwe in Sac-
ramento, San Jose, and San Diego to present
to the Commission and staff so that these

cities may be included as hearing sites. ¥
will also insist that translation be provid. .
at the hearings to allow issei to participate,
and that the Commission consider all forms of
testimony, e.g. tapes, to allow for those who
are unable to attend,

Finally, we plan to present testimony at
the hearings and will be organizing other
groups and individuals to testify as well.
The NCRE feels it is very important that a
wide range of speakers address the issue of
the camps and R/R. We would like, for exam-
ple, individuals to talk about their perso-
nal experiences and why they support R/R;
and community organizations like JCPA and
LTPRO to speak out on the effect the camps
had on Japanese communities; and students
to bring out the need for education about
the camps and Nikkei history in the public
school system. We also hope to sponsor tes-
timony from those who can speak to other
effects of the camps (e.g. sociclogical,
legal, etc.).

o S

In addition to attending the hearings,
the MCRR plans to hold educational programs
and rallies cutside the hearings to more
widely publicize the demand of R/R.

Finally, it should be kept in mind that
while we must work hard to ensure that the
community's voice is heard in the hearings,
the Commission is not the final chapter
or the only chance to tell the story. The
struggle for R/R is a long, up-hill battle,
and will undoubtedly need to be carried
forward beyond the Commission hearings.
Therefore, we must continue to educate, to
organize, and to unite our community for
the long, hard fight that lies ahead.
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