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U.g. Departur t of Justicr

Civil Rights Divisidn

ffice of Rzdrecs Mministr*ion
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afr .. ol,h. ./dntn i !,.ttor PA h, &2@
',dhi.sbn. nC, znlrn2&,

Dear Cotlmuoity L.eader:

I would like to take tbis opportunity to plovide you with rec,ent st.atistics alxd to update
you ou ttre recent activities ofthe Ofrce ofRedress Adfllinistration (ORA),

ORA is mailing apology Ietters ard redrcss checks this weeL to fifty eight fecipiotrts, TIis
willbing the totalnumbet ofredrcss recipiedts to 80,t78, We also plat to make the next
payrnonts a! the end ofMarch. Cufisntly, wo havc sufrci€nt filads remaidng to lay sn additioffil
?,072 individuels. Reoendn oRA issued redtess payEr€trte to 110 iudividuals who were fourd
efuibJe under tlo ocw regdations afecting minor childrcs who involu axily w€nt to tapsn dLlrilg
thc jntemfient pefiod.

Thc rcgulaiions affecting the lgbid0 c$es remain udpr review v'ithil Lhe Departmert.
We still urtioipate that rhey will be finalized in tle trsxt few wesks aad published in the Federal
Begislgt. Orcc this occurs we will noti$/ you 6.od all ofthe olaimalrts affected by the regulation.
Cuffently oRA is pqoclssing ova 1300 cases utrder the pending regulatiotr

- Rec-eRtIy,-oRA found apProximatoly 70 cases in the Kahuku area ofHawaii eligiblc fcrr
redress. dnly pasons ofJapanese ancestry were forced to relocatp from the arca v/hen the
mililary dccidcd to build an airfidld, while rcsidents ofnon.Japarcse arcestry were permitted to
remain.

ORA askcd an itrdopcndcut reseucher to look turtho! at tbe redrcss cases ofrailroad ad
miue workers, in response to co[tilucd requdsts frorn the oom! nity. The flndings from ihis
researoh are being forwarded to the Appellate Sectiotr to r€view with the curtBnt open appeals of
these individuals.

As we have requested ir the past, we ars stiil i$eresting in receiving listi!.gs ftom the
community ofany retiremeitt homes with a large laPanese Am€rica! population who may be able
to assisl us in locating thc rcmainitrg uDknown iodividuals. Tn additiotr, pleas! oqni;ilue to colltact
us regardiug upcoming events in the cou.rnunily at whioh ORA ruay be eblc to Publicize the
redress program and thc list ofhistoricsl records fur i.odividuals who ORA has beenumblc to
contarrt. This list slrfieotly inoludes approximately 3.100 oerncs. Ple€se lontact Lisa Job.uson at
(202) 219-6150, or toll-tee at 1-888-219-6900 with this idoffratioD. or any other outreach ideas
whicb rcay be eble to assist us in locatiEg and verifying as many people as possjble betble tle



August 10, 1998 sunset date for ihe program ORA willsend a represedatiY€ 10 these ove[ts as

our budget pormits.

We will havc the list of3,lO0 unknown ildividuals available iq the next two weeks fttr
disdbution to lhe Publio iD a buoklet fonnat Please co actus ifyou wish to receive sortre ofttLe

booklers for your orga.ruzation

ORA is int€rested i! obtaining studed volunteers lbt sun]o].r emPloy4olt to work with
the list ofulknavm historioal records doi{g research activities to try ald accout for the
rcmaining individuals r;u tbc list lfyou klow ofcollego studcqts who maybe ilterested in this

nosrtton, please contoc ORA. Il additio4 if yor oan recommend particular collegrrs or universily
progreuis -trere we should advertisc suoh 6 position, plcaso provide us with thht infomatior as
well.

ORA is also beginrjng to develop ajr intemet home pagc to disttibuie as muoh ir bruratiotr
a6 possiblc about the redrers ptogrr- to " *ide-range audience. This horue page will still irrclude
the uoknowl bistoricat listiug, but will also fcaturo oth€r idorEation sbout rcdrcsE slrah {s
statistics, and other coEmonly requesl,€d iuformatio[ We af,e iD the EEdy devclopment stages of
this project now, and wo will keep you informed as tbis lrogrcsscs.

Finally, I am {ttachitrg a co1ry of our most recent press relcesc, which has b'en distributed
for publicatiotr to Jspanese-American newspaPe$ across the coutrtry Ifyou bave any quc$tions

regarcling this press ieleaje, or arly other infarnatiotr Providcd, foel ftoo to aontact me oJ dy staff'

Sincerely,

&"rA" Ap'-,^-
DeDa Graene
Admi0istrator for Redress

Attachment
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FOR TIII{EDIATE RELEASE
I'EDNESDAY. J}NI]AXY 29, L9,97 CR

(207 )  616-2765
TDD (202 )  514-18s€

rxoceer spsrs rx ruggsElrgS'

mEHMctoN, D.C -* fhe,tustice DeDartfien!'s Oflice of

RedreEs AdDinigtralion is eeekJ,ng help in locatlng JaEBnese_

li[erican lndividuaLs Hho arg newly eligibl€ for !6alrere,

were giveh the -esponribillty under the lal' to lderrtify

and losate all potenttElll' eligible lndivid.uals, r said DeDe

Gleene, ORI Adrinistrator. ,tt{e hoFe that flIth he.Lp dEe[t tbe
pUblic and the contlnued belF frql J4palese-A0erLcan co@nJlrity

E:ioups, '!*ro have provided invaLuable a€sistanee ir the Elast. r'e

w1lL be able to find fiore potehtial reclpients, tr

A recent qourt rul,ing deterEired that reFalatialts eay be

Faid tq certain ehildren sho vere born after tlrAir iaEranese

Alt€rican parer:ts voluntarily evacuated. frob the West coast oE

aftet their Farents Vere rel€aged fron LntelHeent cEEFs. Ir the

caEe, Ishida v. United qtateg, the cout t hetd Chat the chlldt.en

vere trdelrriwed of libertyd and entitled tg redrEsg because of

thelr inabillty to return to th€lr lrarenlrB oEiEiaal Flace of,

re6l4ence. As a result, thd JustLce Drpqrtnent iF nov reachlng

out to these tndivlduals as FosEible redress reclpiente.

( t{oRE )
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ORJ| has l'eoelved claiEs ffo[ alsqut l,3OO persons s!,o6e
status rey be affected by thls case aIC €atl,baees that n34y 561.e
Eay b. !.f,feqCed by ttre nee polisy. llore EFecilic etigibitity
dtitCrla- lS 6tilL urder revietj elthLn the DepaftEent Eltd shquld
be fl,naltaed by Urlch.

lbe Departrant also ltaE deteriiDed that othcr iBallvid,uals
Eay be el,iglbfe for rsCress aE vell. eilJ,allEn undef tbe age of
21, involurta.ELly returned to ,raFan AErlrig the raar, irho vere not
Etancilrated and d1d not enter active uilltary seryise fo! the
Japanege Gqver]rEert during ,torld lraf II, ooqld. algo recelve
reFarations, fhe DeFaltnent found that becauEe they rl6re
cnftat"t, th6y dld not hayq the caFaqlty te volrr]1ter'lly choosa io
relosate to J4paI dullng the yBr.

gl !r0 5

Sqrre lndlviduals evacuated t}re West Coast aftei the
ef b.ecutive oEder 9056, on Februarl, 19, t9{2, wi.!.q!r Eave

the ect, it is

isEuance

tt1e
llLitRly the authority to jnstltu,te secuEit!, DetEu.reE, anat before
.ltarch 2, 1942, iihen ghe first nllitary procladations uere
tElrlenerted in the pEohibj.ted zonog. llhese irliuvlguala hay have
evacrreted a9 a fa3nlt o, fAderal. governdtnt actign, and coqld
alEo be eligjbLe f,or red:.ees.

AE part o! ORA,S legal 6bligalicn under
continuing to search for th€ renaintng internees tld ewasq"a".
ORe utll ized bistoricaL racqrds to tatentify nore thah r?O.OOo
JapEnaqe Amerl.cans lrho I'eE€ evacqated, relocqted o! lFternad.
durlng world llar Il, while aFproxit0atefy 1l?,ooo perscns have

( IroRE )
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beerr accounted for, Dore than 3.000 others Etlxl have not beaJr

located desPite lepeated outregch effcrtE by ORA.

OR['s outleach efgolt3 heve includgd, oveE 50 r.orkshops,

vorking rrith the soclal Securlty Atlninlstratien, the DeFarlEents

of liotor VehioleE in seweral states, cqntaqting fanlly &enler5,

using a national locator Eervlc€, and pullictzinq tlEtingE o!

nales fo! theee inalividualE ' oRA haE acqounted f,6r thou€ands of

pergons thlougb. these effort6. In the future, OnA alEo intends

to pubticizB tbe llsting of trunl(nottnrr ihdividuals in a booklet

forEat,. tc attend reunions of itlternseat caEpE, conleEan€aE and

other everrts to ln$lieize th6 redregs Ftog?an'

thoEe rho believe tbsy o! soBeonc they l(nos BrY be eli.gtble

under theee categories should contact tbe OFA HelPllne at (8Eg)

2!9-6900 (to1t-f!6e). or l|r lte ta OIA at P.o. Box 562501

{a6bingtan, Dc 20035-6260. P1ease provide the fcllovl 'nE

iifornelion to a66lst us rrith the verif,icstLoa processl fuLl

na!!.e, naE€ used dulirlg the interrrDent per::od, date of, btrth,

aaldleas, teteFhone nu.uher, and place of intenutent, relocBtioD or

etracqation.

oRtr ts requiEed bY lan to 6lose on Auqust L0. 1998 and tlrose

rha believe tbag they ale potentiallY ellglble lor ledtrast 6hou1d

eulnlt theiu cl-ei,rfls as Eoon a5 FosEible.
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