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Septeunber 25, 1987

ItIs. Janice Iwanaga Yen
2309 E. 3nd Street
Ios Argeles, CJ\ 90033

Dear Ms:" fvrana-ga Yen:

IArcwirg of your support, for H.R. 442t I am pleased to let you locnrr about recent
Congressional action.

On Septeunber 1-7, ttre House of Representatives lnssed H.R. 442 by a vote of 243-
l-41-. As you lctcnr, ttris rneasure would offer $l-25 billion in reparations arxl a
national apology to ttre tlrousands of Jatrnnese-Americans jnterned in relocation
calnps drrring World War II.

I was a cosponsor of H.R. 442 | ard, strongly supported its trnssage. Itre loyal
Arnerican citizens ard residents rtro were interned wittrout justification were
falsely inprisoned, in clear violation of tlreir Constitutional rights, and are
ttus entitled to cotpensation. ognnents of tlre bill arrqued ttrat ttre payments
would be only q4nbolic in nature since ttrey would not reflect, actr:al darnages,
ard would set a dangerous precedent. Iru:*lrer, ttrey contended that ttris
generation strould not be held accor:ntable for actions taken fortlr yeals ago.
Or the contt=rr1r, I agree wittt ttre statement rnade by thre Conunission on Wartine
Relocations and Interrurent of Civilians in its report to @ngress: rrNations
that forget or ignore injustices Erre nore 1ike1y to repeat ttrsn.rt H.R. 442 wIIT
not only represent justice long cnrerdue, it will also senre as an official
sanction against similar actions by ttris country against any group of people in
the future.

Sfunilar legislation is awaiting action by ttre Senate, and is ocpe*ea to be
considered soon. Hcnirever, tlre Aftninistr:atj-on has ttrreatened to veto tlre
measure shotild it clear Congress. I asstrre you ttrat I will continue to work to
enast H.R. 442 j-nto 1aw, ard will keep you inforrned of furttrer developrnents.
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