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Day of Remembrance 2008

Program Description

The Day of Remembrance is held each yvear 1o commemerate President Franklin Delano Roosevell's signing of Execulive
Crrder 9066 on February 18, 1242, EQ 9066 authonzed the unconstitutional forced removal of 120,000 Japanese Ameri-
cans from the west coast and Hawai'i during Wordd War I,

On dugust 10, 1885 President Bonald Reagan signed the Civil Libaerties Act of 1988 which legislaled maonetary repara-
tizns and a govemmenial apology to each eligible person who had been incarcerated and whose rights had been violated
almast 50 years aarlier. This bill included an aducation fund 1o support projects and activities that would educate the
American public about the injustice of the incarceration of Japanese Americans. The Civil Liberties Act was won through
a grassrools campaign and the effords of the enlire community along with many justce minded people. This 2008 Day of
Remembrance program celebrates the grassrools aclivism staring with Japanese Americans testifying at the Comimis-
sion Hearings in 1981 through lelier writing and lobbying for redress (o the current demand for compensation to Japanese
Latin Americans. The Day of Remembrance iz widely comemmorated by communities across the nabion.

About the Cover Arist:
Karl Tani

Program Emcees:
June Kizu

Juna Kizu was a founding member of LACER (Los
Angeles Coalition for Redress and Reparations)
This was the first grass rools group in Los Angales
to specifically pursue redress and reparations for
thea Mikkai community membars who wara dirgstly
impacted by the Executive Order 9066, She re-
mained active for saveral years as the mavament
gresy through the Mational Coalition for Redress and
Reparations. She testified on behalf of NCRR at the
1981 CWRIC hearings in Los Angeles and traveled
to Washington to lobby for the NCRR redress bill,
She recently retired as a teacher after many years
of service (o Los Angeles Unified School Disirict and
semved on the Asian Pacific Commitiee of the United
Teachers of Loz Angeles,

She recently retired as a teacher after many years of
senvice to Los Angeles Unified School District.
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Kar Tani was bom in downtown Los Angeles, CA, His father was a gardener and hiz mother a
housawife. He and his family were moved to Jerome, Arkansas and then to Gila, Arizona during the
evacuation of Japanese Americans during Workd War 1. They returned to downiown Los Angales al
the end of the war where he slarted elementary school. Kard and his family then moved o Venice,
California 3 years later when his parents bought a house. He graduated from Yenice High School
and eamed a BA degree in arl from UCLA. Karl's graphic design career began in Los Angeles. then
went to Santa Fe, Tulza, 3an Diego and now Orange. Currently he also teaches 3 digital meadia
classes al Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College, Karl enjoys traveling and has been to
India, Europe, China, Mew Zealand, Fiji and Mexico, as well as across the LS,

Craig Ishii

Craig is a recent graduate of UCLA, majoring in history and eco-
nomics. He was an active mamber of the Mikkel Student Union
(MSLIY at UCLA where he was involved in a variety of cultural,
poditical, and communily issuas. Through the NSU he was infro-
duced to the Asian Pacific Coaliion which helped him to realize
his duties as an Asian Amancan. He is ancious (o wark on the
programs established by the JACL in the areas of tolerance,
divarsity, and aducabion

Dwring his junior year at UCLA, Craig served as Intemal Vice
Prasident for the NSU, He was Board President of the NSU dur-
ing his senior year, Through his padicipation with M3U, Craig
became involved with the JACL. Craig is inspired by the commil-
ment of the many generations of Japanese Americans who came
befara him.



2008 Day of Remembrance

Welcome
Akemi Kikumura-Yano, Japanese American National Museum
Emcees: June Kizu (NCRR) and Craig |shii (JACL PSW)

“Unleashing Community Voices” Performance
Traci Kato-Kiriyama. Creative Director

Statement on the Day of Remembrance
Mikkei for Civil Rights & Redress

Snapshot of the Collegiate DOR Scene
UCR Nichibei Bunka Kai, USC Nikkei, UCSD Nikkei Student Union

Personal Perspectives on DOR
Penny Ishizuka, Stacy |wata

Campaign for Justice: Redress Now for Japanese Latin Americans
Caongressman Xavier Becerra, Christing Oh

Gosa
HanMuRi Korean American Cultural Troupe

Closing

Reception
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Congress of the Tnited States
T asthnglon, B 22315

Febroary |, 2008
Dear Day of Remembrance Panicipants:

As members of the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC), we thank you for your
ohservance of the “Day of Remembrance.” We extend our heartfelt appreciation o the organizers for
their steadfast work 10 increase pubic awareness abous the significance of this day In our nation's history.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of when the “[ay of Remembrance” was first commemorated in
Seartle. Washingron on February 19, 1978 Oy that same day in 1942, President Franklin [, Roosevelt
signed Executive Order %066 leadng 1o the reprehensible imemment of persons of Japanese ancesiry.
These legal residents and Amenican citizens faced humiliation such as being branded as “enemy aliens”
and severe restrictions including travel limitation, seizvre of personal property, forced relocation, and use
in prisoner exchanges, When President Gerald R. Ford issued Proclamation 4417 to formally rerminate
EC 9066, America finally began a healing process that continues 1o this day.

The “Day of Remembrance™ has become an important mstitution in the Jupanese AITEriCAn COmmunity,
however, its message of tolerunce has transcended the cultural and ethaic divide. Om this day, along with
ceremonics to observe the tragedy suffered by thousands of people of Jupanese descent, Americans of all
walks of life come together 1o unite against bigotry and extremism that threaten the values and traditions
that make America the shining symbol of democracy, freedom and human rights. In 2004, the House of
Representatives unanimously affirmed this with passage of H.Res 56, a resolution supporting the goals of
the Japanese American, German American and ltalian American communities in recognizing a national
Dy of Remembrance w increase education about the World War 11 experience of teir communities, and
provide an opportunity for all people to reflect on the importance of justice and civil liberties during times
of crisis and war,

This year also marks the 20" Anniversary of the enactment of the Civil Rights Act of 1988 in which
Congress and the president recognized the egregious actions of the United States Government against
persons of Japanese ancestry during World War I1. Despite the passage of this historic legisiation, there
are hundreds of Japanese Latin Americans who have yel 1o receive appropriare redress. While we work 1o
ensure timely passage of legislation that would address the indignities suffered by this wronged group, we
encourage you, along with community leaders, activists and voluneers o reciouhle efforts 10 increase
awarencss of this vitally important issue and the cause of Japanese Latin Americans

Thank you for continuing the tradition of the “Day of Remembrance.”

5i
é / I .
Senator Daniel K J_nm,:.}-l: . Epn: nrative Xavler Becerra
Exccutive Board Member Execttive Board Member
Senator Danie| . Aka .thpmmtati\': Michael M. Honda
Executive Board Member {hairman
s
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About today's Performers and Performances:

Traci Kato-Kiriyama

Traci Kato-Kirigama is an interdis-
ciplinary arlist, arts produocer, ard
community arganizer, She is the
founder of the Tuesday Mighl Cale
Frapect, a multi-disciplinary, free-
to-the-public perfarmance space
thal gathers kcal Los Angeles ar-
ists and the Asian Pagific [slander
carumunily m tha downtown and
Little Tokyo ragians of tha city

Hers dedisation 10 the comimu mily
centers arourd her work with youth
in projects that include Eskuwela Kullurs, The Khmer Gidls
iy Acion, and the Hmong communily stories project with
Hobuke Mivamoto at the University of Wisconsin,

Recently, Kato-Kinyama acocepied the pesition of Program
Coordinator at the Asian American Resource Center at
Pomona College As an “Anist in Residence” at the AARLC,
sha will continue har work i Lha arls comrmunly drawing
upon her depih of experience from performing with spoken
wiord and thaeater based group “zera 3, and collaborabicns
with organizations such as Great Leap, Gahriela Netwark
Khmer Girlsir Acbon, Filfm Arts and Asian Youth Cenlor

“Unleashing Community Voices"
Performance

This yaar's DO wall feature a mulle-meda perlormance
piece created and directed by Traci Kato-Kiriyama. per-
farmance artist and arts producer. Tha pedormance will
highlight the grassroots commundy activiam of Mikkei for
Civil Rights & Redress (NCRR] m the redrass campagn
that contribuled 1o the passage of the redress legislation

The pecewill Reghiight the stenes of activists from the past
and present focusing on what inspired them o acl and
speak oul on behall of the community. The stenes will be
connected to activism in the present and all woven lageth-
er with mullirmedia and lako drommmg

The piece will Teatura commurity vaces frorm Kay Och,
Fathy Mazaaka, Suzy Katsuda, Frank Emi Jim Matsuoka
SZean Miura and Traci Kalo-Kinyama. Mulbmeda images
ware provided by NCERE. and Tani lkeda. Video editing
was done by Lushun Quon, Talko peces parformad by
Frogressive Tarke mambers, Jason Dsajima, Kene Kuba,
Mircru Mishida and Joel Mankey

Congressman Xavier Becerra

Firsl elactad to the House of Represeniatives in 1952,
Hepresenlative Xavier Becerra s Assislant o the Speaker
af the House and is the enly member fram Souinern Cali-
fornia currently samving on he poweriul House CSomemiiioee

art Ways and Means, Hes commil-
tee iz responsible for formulating
aur nation's tax, Soaial Henurdy
Medicare, trade and income
sacurty laws As Assislani to the
Speaker, Bep. Bacorra wields a
strong woice in House Leader-
shig, halpng o sel prionies and
drive the legislative decizion
making process

The firsi Laline 1o serve an the Ways and Means Commil-
tee, Rep. Becerra has used his posibion 10 narease appol-
tunities for working families, to improve the Social Security
program far woman and munonbes, o combal poverly
amaong the working poor and to strengthen Medicare

and ensure its long-tamm viability, Hep. Becerra currantly
serves on the Health, Oversight, and Social Security sub
commillees, He i alse a member of tha House Commillea
on Budget, which oversees the federal budget process

Rep. Becerra iz a member of the Congressional Hispans
Caucus (CHC) whare ha served as Chair dunng the 105th
Congress (1997981 The Congressman is also a member
of the Execulive Committese of tha Caongrassional Asian
Facific American Caucus. At the international lavel, he
serves as Vice Chair of the LS -Korea Inferparliameniary
Exchange, and s Co-Chair of the Congressional Friends
of Spain Caucus

term in the Califormia Legislatune as the representabive of
the 59th Assembly District in Log &ngeles County, He is a
former Depuly Altorey General with the Califorma Dapart-
ment of Justice. The congressman began his legal career
m T84 warking in a legal serwces othce represenbing the
menially ill

Rep Becerra is married to Dr Carcling Reyes They are
the proud parends ol thrae young daughlers: Clarsa, Olivia
and Matalia The Becerra family reswdes i the Loz Angeles
neighbarhaod of Eagle Raock.

Michibei Bunka Kai
University of California, Riverside

Wichibel Bunka Kal is about educaling siudenis about Jap
ariese Amancan culture. Howewver, il s also abaut bringing
logether those whe are interested in Japanese culture and
building ralatons based an our comman interasi Our club
s composed of a very diverse group of studentz. We have
sludents from US Riverside who study many different
majors and come from vanous backgrounds, bul we alsd
invite students from ather schools ana extension students
from Japan o parlicipate as weall,
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Nikkei Association
University of Southern California

With a traditicn of serving Japanasa Amancan studants
simce before World War 11, it is only natural that the USC
campus is home to the USC Nikkei Association. Founded
in 1995 by Kon Hojo. tha USC Nikkei Association {also
known as simply “Mikkei®) seeks to provide a place for
Trojans to explore Japanese American culture and to find
g community of stedents and faculty alike with similar inlar-
gsts. As we continue our thirteanih year as a recognized
prganization, we also continue a tradition of growth with
expanded service projects, fresh ideas far our annual Day
of Remembrance, and the first Japanesa American culture
show 10 be performed on the USC campus. USC Nikked
iz proud to take parl in thes year's Day of Remembrancea
cammamoration and Iooks forward to another year with i1
Litile Tokyao neighbors.

Nikkei Student Union
University of California, San Diego

The MHikkei Student Lnion (formerly known as the Japa-
nese American Sociely established in 195858} is the oldest
and largest Japanese-interest organization on the UCSD
campus, allowing Japanase American, Japanese and any
ather interested students to interact in a socially conducive
environment whila promoling awareness of the JA and
Japanese cullure, history and other issues, With aver 120
members, MSU holds about 15-20 general body meetings
and well over 20 cultural and social events thraughaut the
academic year, including a Day of Remembrance, Culture
Show, Iron Chef and participating in the annoal Pilgrim-
age o Manzanar. Also, as a member of the Intercoliegiate
Mikkei Council, UCSD NSU participatas in numeraus A
community events while netwaorking with other Nikkei
student organizations az well as non-profit orgamzatbons
thraughout the sputhern California community.

Penny Ishizuka

From &iea, Hawail, Penny Izhizuka is a
third year Biomedical Engineering major.
Currenily the president of the USC Mik-
kel Aszociation after a year as secretary
Penny is also the treasurer of the LISC
chapler of the Society of Women in
Engineering and is a mamber of USC's
kKazan Taiko group.
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Stacy lwata

Stacy lwata iz a jumior at LLCSD, pursu-
ing & majar in Psychology and a minas
in Japanese Swudies and considering a
caresr in Human Resources. Sha i an
alumini of the Mikkei Community [ntern-
ship and is this vear's president of the
Mikkes Studenl Union at UCSD. When
she izn't busy with academics, NSLU or
her pari-time job at the UCSD Schoal
of Medicine-Dean's Office, she enjoys
watching movies, cooking, shapping and walching the Las
Angeles Kings' hockey gamas,

HanMNuRi Korean American Cultural Troupe
Performance Piece: Gosa

*Gosa” s a Korean worship rifual te the ancestors and the
heavans for the well-being of family and commurnity, and
far the remembrance of thasa wha have passed away.
Today's "gosa’ has been adapted 1o honor the past activ-
ism against the injustice experienced by Japanese Amern-
cans, and lo pray for present and future generations of
activism addressing unresclved redrass issues and curranl
and future civil ibertes challenges.



NCRR Website Introduces the Day of Remembrance Archives

Tha Mikkai for Civil Rights & Redress (NCRR) 15 pleased to introduce
the Day of Remembrance Archives, a new exhibit located on the existing
MCRR website <<ncrr-la.org=>. NCRR invites communily members and
interested individuals o view the retrospective of the past DOR

programs

Each February, from 1882 fo the present, NCRER has hosted the DOR in Los
Angeles to acknowledge Prasident Roosevelt's signing of Executiva Order
066 on February 19,1942, The order allowed the military to forcibly
remove and incarcerate over 110,000 men, woman and children in
Amenca’s concenfration camps during Word War I, The DOR program has
fraditionally honored the Issei and the Misai who suffered the dire

effects of the unconstitutional and unwarranted incarceration,

In addition, each year the program updated the community on the

progress of the campaign for reparations and called for padicipation

and action 1o advance the community's campaign. The guest speakers and
performers at the DORs hava represenied redress issues and other
communily concerms. Keynole speakers have included Congressional
representatives Robert Matsui, Norman Mineta, Alan Cranston, and Menwyn
Dymally. The social justice issues of Arab and Muslim Americans and the
forced repatriation of Mexican Americans in the 19303 have been
presented in recent DOR programs.

Community activists have been honored al the program with NCRR's
Fighting Spirit Award. Recipients have included Frank Emi, James Omura, Bert
Makana, Alica Mishimoto and Carmen Mochizuks, Jim Saito and Michi Weglyn.

TIITT .m..m i ot Parformance arlists have padicipatad in tha DORs to enhanca each
program. Artists have included David hwataki, Traci Kato-Kiriyama,
Johnny Mori, Jude Narita, Lane Nishikawa, Kaiko & Kazru Matsui, Visiting
Viclette and fero 3.

u. T

In addition, visual artizts have supported the DOR events through their
gift of art work. Each year, a community artist created a design 1o be

used as the DOR poster. During the 19805 and 1990z, the posters were
distribuled throughout the community to anncunce and promote the
program. Confributing artists have incleded David Monkawa, Miles
Hamada, Tony Osumi, Wes Senzaki, (ns Yamashita and Mike Nakayama.

Each vear's DOR program can be accessed through the NCRER website. The
preavious 26 DOR posters are the portals o each year's program. By

clicking on the dale below each poster, the viewer can find the program
summary, pholos, speechas, and news articles about each evenl.

The Archive project is funded by a grant from the California Civil

Liberties Public Education Program (CCLPEP), The second phase of this
project will feature documents and photos that record NCRR's wark
during the 1880z and 1990's redress campaign. The Redress Campaign
Archives will be available to the public by the summer of 2008

Far further information, contact MCRE at normad@yahoo.com or at (213}
BEO-3484.
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Program Sponsors:
JACL Weanitura County Chapter
JACL San Fernando Valley Chapter
JACL Orange County Chapter
JACL Riverside Chapter
JACL Greater LA Singles Chapter
JACL San Gabriel Valley Chapler
JACL Gardena Valley Chapter
JACL SELANCCO Chapter
JACL Greater Pasadena Chapler
JACL Venice Culver Chapter
JACL West LA Chapter
JACL Downlown Chapter
Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance
Council on American [slamic Relations
Japanasa Amernican Bar Association
Japanasae Amernican Historical Sociaty of Southermn California
Koraan Irmmigrant Workers Association
Little Tokyo Servica Canter
Marnzanar Committes
Mustim Public Affairs Council

Program Endorsers:
Campaign for Juslice
J-Tewm Voice
Japanese Amerncan Cultural and Community Center
COrganization of Chinesa Americans
South Asian Network
Visual Caommunications

Special Thanks:
Carrie Morila Jim Maisuoka Ewvelyn Yoshimura
HyunJoo Lee Frank Emi Wendy Mori
Feast From the East Progressive Taiko June Hibina
Melvin Tabilas Lushun Cucn ..and fo all the many volunteers

Day of Remembrance Committee:
Kay Ochi
kathy Masaoka
Suzy Kalsuda
Mivako Kadogawa
Chris Komas
Alayne Yonemolo
Melvin Tabilas
raig Ishii

2008 Day of Remembrance Organized By:
MIkkei for Givil Rights & Redress - www.nerr-a.org - 213.680.5484
Japanese American Mational Museum - www.janm.org - 213.625.0414
Japanese American Citizens League Pacific Southwest Districl - www.jaclpsw.org - 213.626.4471




