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Eachyear. the fighrtnq

Spirit -Zward is qiven to one or more
individuals who have demonstrated
the ccurage rc stand up and ftght
{or tlwir rights and for the riqhts of
others.

This vear.NCRJ( is proud
to glve this award to Carmen
Mochizuki and AliceNishimoto for
their ttreless work as advocates for
Japanese Catin American ]LA)
internees. and to fred Okrand for
defendinq the civil rights of JAs.
rcAs crnd all Z.mericans for more
than 5O Vears.

?ast rectpienrs of rhe ,fiqhr-
inq Spirlr Award include:

DebicAtio?l

LeaT frank Emi
Reverend ?aul Nakomura

19EE AmV lsltii * the Uno
fanilv

iggtTbn Shiroishi

1992krt Nakano
Bernadette Nishimura
Ltly Okamoto

rceS Jin l,{arsuoka

lvanize the Japanese .4merlcan communitv in

994James 2mura

1995 Jim Saito
David Monkawa

1996 6ill a Vurt Kochiyama

he redress campaiqn.She passed away in April
999.

tggT Linda Kavabe Consolo
Bruce lwasaki. Gerald Sato

tsgt MtchiWeglvn

ueeThe fleart Mountain fair
TlaV Committee
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From the Michi Weglyn Estate (j}ffi.i7.7)

| 
"norograph by Dick Marshall

Qay of Kemembrance 20OO is dedicated to
WichiWegtyn. noted author researclvr and re-

ess acrivlst. /{er book. /ears of lnfamv.Tfie
'ntold Srory of -.Vmertca's Concenftarion

,ps. which was published in 1920. lwlped to
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Carmen Mochizuki
When Carmen was 11, she and her family
were forced to leave Peru for an unknown
destination on March l,194/.. After three
weeks, the family arrived at Crystal City,
Texas, where they were kept until Decem-
ber 1, 1945. Upon release from camp, they
lvere forced to go to Japan and eventually
to Okinawa. Now living in Montebello
with her husband Mike, Carmen took a big
step toward JLA redress by becoming one
of the named plaintiffs in the class action
lawsuit Mochizuki v. U.S.

Carmen and Alice speak at a press conference in 1998 at
the Japanese American Cultural and Community Center.

AIice Nishimoto
Alice's parents arrived in Peru in the early 1920s. They lost their house and plantation and
rvere kidnapped from their home and brought to the U.S. by government agents in 1944.
Alice's family stayed in Crystal City from March 1944to December 1945, when the
family was forced to go to Japan. Now living in Gardena with her husband Cyrus, Alice
joined Carmen in 1996 as named plaintiffs in the historic Mochizuki lawsuit.

f;$r,i,,* JAPAT{E$H, IATIN
AIbTHRBSAH$I
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fred Okrand
Fred Okrand is Legal Director
Emeritus,of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Southern
California. During World War [I,
he was co-counsel in the Southern
California ACLU's challen ge of
the internment. In 1996, Fred
joined the pro bono legal team in
Lfochizuki v. U.S. Fred Okrand with members of Campaign for Justice.



Seekinq Justice for Japanese Latin Americans

From 1941to 1945, the U.S. government orchestrated the mass abduction and
forcible deportation of 2,2& men, women and children of Japanese ancestry from 13
Latin American countries to be used as hostages in exchange forAmericans held by
Japan. Over 800 Japanese Latin Americans (JLAs) were included in two prisoner of war
exchanges between the U.S. and Japan. Those who remained were imprisoned in U.S.
Department of Justice detention camps. Since J[,As who were kidnapped by the U.S.
were improperly classified as "illegal aliens," and since many of them were barred from
returning to their home countries in Latin America. more than 900 incarcerated JLAs
were forcibly deported to war-devastated Japan.

The passage of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (CLA 88), which provided for an
official apology and token reparations of $20,000 to eligible Japanese Americans, was an
historic achievement. Yet because the U.S. maintained that JLAs were "illegal aliens,"
they were excluded from CLA 88.

ln 1996, a class action lawsuit (Mochiatki v. t/.S.A.) rvas filed against the U.S.
government on behalf of all JLA internees who lvere denied justice under CLA 88.
Campaign for Justice, a coalition of civil rights, human rights and community organiza-
tions, was founded the same year to support JLA redress efforts. A controversial settle-
ment agreement reached in 1998 provided for an official apology and $5,000 in compen-
sation payments to eligible JLA internees. While the majority of JLA internees accepted
the settlement, many of them felt that they were receiving unequal treatment.

The struggle for justice continues for JLAs. Campaign for Justice is currently
seeking equitable resolution of remaining redress issues for JLAs as well as for those
JapaneseAmericans who have not received redress and strongly urges our communities
to support these efforts to resolve this unfinished business.



Cowrmoyr t*i story, Sh areb Strr t g gJes:
celebratin s &te struggle of f apar ese Latin Atnqicans forRebress

Welcome

Introduction

Ded ication to Jb{ichi Weqlvn

?ersonal Reflections on the Japanese
Latin American Experience

fiqhtinq Spirit.4ward

Darcie lki

lAN]/

Jenni Emiko Kaida *Tony Osumi
Emcees

Kav Ochi

"4lice Nishimoto

KichardKatsuda

he r ea nd now d l2 s tt i ns J.Z ol ette

Jenni Emiko Kuida

fuesented to:

Carmen l[ochtzukt

Alice Nishimoto

fred 2krand

Special ?erformance

NCRR 5 r a reme n r,/CI o s i n a

following the proqram. a reception catered by lJnion Center Cafe will be held in the
.trrarani Central ]{all.



Pelrforwtartce Notes
This performance was inspired by a meetinq between lwreandnow.lTisiting-lZolette.

,Alicia Nishimoto. Carmen Mochizuki and ]{ectorWatanabe.Tlw red cloth beqins as a
symbol of the American flaq once carried by a Japanese (crtin American man throuqh
the streets of LtttleTokvo...ilw cloth is transformed to express the struqqle of the Japa-

nese Latin Americans and ilw strenqthof their spirit.

Times lilce these
They kick our ASS

So take me to aplace
Where u)e canlaugh

There's so muchutorld
That ute hauen't seen yet

There's so much past
Thatwe'ae tried to forget

Chorus: So take me
Take me to aplace
Our hearts unleash
lust take me
Take me to aplacc

of sweet belief...

Some dreams of ours
lit up in flames

Swce/.-Belid
Music by Glenn Suravech & I"ee Takasugi

Lyrics by lce Takasugi
copyright 2000 Visiting Violette

Burdenedby sadness
Burdenedby blame

But...tltere' s so much world
That ute haaen't seen yet
There's so muchworld

beyond regret

Chorus

Ghostsu)e'ue named
Like shadow,s cast
Liae in our footsteps
And drinkfrom our rcglect

But...tltere's so much you
That you're scared of yet
There's so much me
To raise and accept

CTrcrus

lust take me
Take me to a place
INhere color's sarcet
INhere hearts don't
Yeah, just take me
Take me to aplace
lNhere rae can breathe

In our own
belief...



Aboutrhe Artists
hereandnow theatre companv

'4'n Asian -4'metican theatre company led bv artistic director Jolvt
l'[ryasaki.lwreandnov tours to more than loo cotieges. conferences and festi-
vals across the United States. annually.The company consists of 19 performing
artists who write and create thouqht-provoking pieces to tell the stories from a
Vounq. Asian .4.merican perspective. Artists_in_Kesidence at East Los Angeles
colleqe in lt{onterev^?ark. the companv arso produced premieres of frntor and
Romeo and/ulret ?inoyfptnay Sryt"

-ITisiting 
Tiolette

Based out of tlw Silverlake community of [os Anqeles.lzisitingTiolette is
an all original Albun Alternqtive rock band plvch comtbines metodis with
driving gntitar and-bass_lines.Tlw group has performed over 3oo dates along tfu
west coast including seqttre.?ortrand. sai francisco. san Diego and ?hoe_
nix'The band also lends its talents toward writingr music and score for fitm and
tele'vision includingi work with,Kayo J{atta. {arry Clark and Derek Nakamoto.

In tlw fall of rce8. lwreandnop andlTisitinglriolette joined forces ro
create collaborative pieces wfuch feature music. theater. dance. movement and
spoken word.The ywo groups will present,,Keal.,, a special performance at the
Japan America Theater on Saturday.7{arch 11. hereandniw andlTisiting
lTiolette pould like ro thank rhe NCKR- and IANM for the opportunity ro
create for tlw Dav of Remembrance and vork with the vouth frim Casa /{eiva.Thev pould like to dedicqte this piece to ilw inspiring strugErre of carmen
ilochizukt and A'licie Nishimoto. and all Japanese'Latin Z.mericans who en-
dured the injustice of their kidnapping and irrorrrrotion..



Dav of Remembrance ZOOO
Sponsors:

Ja pa nese .Zmerican National Museum
Na t i o n a I C o al i t i o n fo r Ked r e ss.//?-e p a r a t i o n s

Endorsers:

-Zmertcan Cnil Liberttes Union of Souilwrn Cali{ornta
-Zsian &ft forum

Campaign for Justice
I AC L ?a c t ft c S out hve s r D i s t t a C Iv il ft-i qhr s C a ucus

Japanese -Zmertcan ]{istorical Society of Souilwrn Californta
Ja pa ne s e ?eruvi a n &aI /{i story fr okc t
Ju st I ce for fi I t p i no Amer i c an 17et er ans
Korea n I mmi gr a nt Wor ker s .Z.dvoca te s

{tttle Tokvo Service Center
Tha i Communiry Devel opment Ce nter

UC{A.Aslan Amertcan Srudies Center
UC(A Nikkei Student Unton

USC Asian?aciflc -Zmerican Student Services

NCRRvould bke to thank tlw following indivlduals and orqanizations for their help
vlthDay of Remembrance 2000:

Children of Casa /{etwa
flovers bvEtji

hereandnop
Litrle Tbkvo Arr Workshop&{iles }{amada

David Monkava
lTisttlnalTloletre


