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February 19th lsa nost slgniflcant d.ay for Anerlcans of Japanese ancestry,
February 19th ts the day that freed.on, Ilberty, equallty, and. Justtce Here
xltMr:axn fron 120,000 Unlted States cltlsens and thelr legal resldent trnrents.

Febrmry 19th le tho d-ay that the prostdent of ny country lssued ilxecutlve
Order t066 whfch authorlzed, Hlthout due process, the erurass€ uprootlng and,
lncarceratlon of 120r000 persons of Jalnnese ancestry into ten concentratlon
canps of Unlted. Statos vlntage located ln ten bauen, desolato sastelands of
these Unlted Sta.tes

It was no plcnlc, It was no hollday, lt was rro vacatlon. It vas deprlvatlon,
lt was hunlllatlon, lt was sadness, !t uas pal-nful, lt was frustratlon. It
Has a traglc day for tho Anerlcsns of Japaneae ancestry and a tnglc day in
the hlstory of these Unlted States.

Born out of thls tragedy, the vlcttns of Executlve Order 9055 are once agalo
marshalllng thek energles ln a posltlve undertaklng, wlth dedlcated efforts
by thelr Sanel and Yonsol chlldren Hho sant to rlght the wrong they feel rere
lnfllcted on thelr gr:and.parents and parents. I refer to the Redress and
Reparatlon effort now uofoldlng.

The Japanese Anerlcans have und.ergone a unlque experlence ln modern Unltad
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and. fraglle naturo that ls freedom, llberty, eguallty, and, justlco? It ls
lndeed. an obllgatlon and duty of the Japanese Anerlcans to glve thJ's testlmony
to nake certaln that the lnJustlces and deprlvatlon l.nfLlcted on one ethnlc
nlnorlty shalL neyer ever happen agaln to any people In these Unlted States.

I vlew the Redress and, Reparatlon uovenent as a neans of ralslng the
consclouencsand awarenes$ of rny fellosAnerlcans. A fornal d.eslaratlon
by ny goverm€nt ls sought that the wholesale uprootlng of the Jalnnese
Anerlcans d.urlng ldorld. l{ar II by Drecutlve Order 9066 Has Hrong. Hoxever,
epologles alone w111 not get the attentlon of ny fsllow cltlzens, nonetary ar*ards
wl l} .

In thls country, lt ls accepted practlce that when a personr company or
gov€rffrent conslts a Hron6, restltut,lon ls acconpllshed t*tth noney. In thls
lnstance, lt 1e not posslble to set a nonetary flgure to compensate for }ost
opportunltles, Iost wages, lost property, lncarceratlon xlthout due procsss,
ned,:lcal deprlvatlonn psychologlcal damage to sone, and on and on. In terns of
of a dollar flguro, a total loss of $10,000 of L942 noney grows to three
quarters of a nlll lon dollars of I9Bl noney. Therefore, redress Eoney to the
vtctfuns of Executlve Order 9066 can only be a slmbollc anount. lihat ls a
sufflclent spobollc anount thrat u111 drar the aftentlon of ny fellox cltlsens?
$z5,oo.oot  $50,000.00? $ loo,ooo.oot

Pereons of Japanese ancestry have undergoRe a unlque experlence. Thls
unlque exp,erlenee ls eruoasse denl"al of our cherlshed clvll llbsrtles and rhole+a] e
lncarcoratlon ln concent::atlon canps. It dld happen ln theee Unlted States. ThIe
fact pust be lndellbly etched ln the nlnds of all Japanese Anorlcans and our
fellow cltlsons of ny country. lle muet constaritly a^nd contlnuously nalntain
our vtgllanco to nake certaln that such tragtc occurence shall nev6r ever happen
agaln to any 6roup of people ln rny country. Thls is ny d.uty and responslblllty.
It  ls your d.uty and respcnslbl l l ty. Each of us who have soma together to observe
the 1983 "DAY OF nIS{8'lBRAliCE" must take wlth us a flrm rosolve to take a1.1
necessary actlons to preserve ard protect froedon, l lberty, oguali t"v, and jusLlce
for  a I I .


