
ffi-noors LoBBaNG FoR REDRESS BJLLIVII\IKES,"
fMi'ICT dN,CoNcn-nSsIONAt REPRESENTATIVES W

congession8l members. *-'r''s 'r
"t 

A-detegation sPonsored bY the
National-  ,  Cdal i t ion ' fot ' , "
Redrerc8eporations (NCR$)- H i't'
bccn in the nation's capital"from '

was  g i ven  to  Cong ressman
Dimafiy. who was in Africa at-
tending'the confcrcnce of the 0r-
gan i z i t i on  f o r  A f r i can  Un i tY
{ O A U ) ,

Dyn ra l l y ' s  ea r lY  suPPor t  f o r
rcdress/reparations as far back as
the  days  o f  t hc  commiss ion
hcarlngs in | 98 | was cited, as

REPRESENrnrtvn Norman l\|ineta, |eft, was srnong man}- con.

;;tp";;t 
-welcomin 

g t he d elegat es'- Here [lj Tll 
t:,1::::9 

:tltg

"As veterans of World War l l '
Korea and Vietnam. \r 'e are gratc-
fu l  for  the opportuni tY to jo in
forces in  th is  grass ' roots.  go- for-
broke fight for rcclrcss and rcpara-
t ions,  "  -sa id 

Bi l l  Kt tch iyanta of
N e w  Y o r k .  r e P r e s c n t i n g  t h e
442nd Regimental Combat Tcam.

He continucd, 
"Wc are dcePlY

moved by '  and thankfu l  for  thc
senc rou i  f i nanc ia l  an t l  n to ra l
iupport  g ivcn hY the lssc i .  Nisei .
San.sei and Yonsei for this intpor-
tanl  miss ion,  as w'e l l  as the st tP-
oo r t  s i ven  by  o thc r  f r i cnds  o f
lotra'i: i t l  of alI colors. 

"
- 

He also expressed his aPPrecia-
t ion of  Nikkei  nrembcrs of  the
House and Scnatc. as well as the
"front-l ine troops" of the NCRR.

Frank Emi of Los Angcles, one
o f  t he  f oundc rs  o f  t he  Hea r t
Mounta in Fai r  PlaY Comnr i l tce
w h o  c h a l l e n g c t l  t h c  c o n -
st i tu t ional i ty  of  thc incar tcrat i ( )n
by rcs is t ing thc draf t .  spokc about
h is  long f ight  for  j t rs t ic t ' .

As a rt 'strl l  of his opposition lo
thc  cvacua l i on .  f : r l r i  sPcn t  |  8
months in  Lcar  cnrr 'or lh  Fcdcral
P e n i t e n t i a r y  d u r i n g  t h c  c a n l P
vca ts .'  

- I Ie  cal lcd on a l l  in  the conl t l tu-
n i t \ ' ,  cvcn lhosc lvho t t r ; tY have
disaerccd dur inP Wor l t l  \ t r 'ar  l l ,
to cbme togcthc? to fight for this
con lmon  and  j us t  gausc  o f  r e -
dre ss .

M a r i e  K u r i h n r a  t t f  t h c  S a n

SANSEI S'TUDEN'I'S JOIN IN
REDRIISS LOBI} Y IN G I'[I}-ORT

Francisco chapter  of  the JACL
spoke nert. She stressed the im-
por tance of  lobbying,  descr ib ing
i t  as " t lc t t tocracy in  act ion."  She
$cnl  ( )n to pra isc thc Sansei  in
N ( ' R R  f o r  t h c i r  i n i t i a t i v c  a n d
l c a d b r s h i p  o n  l h c  r c d r e s s /
rcpunrt i , r r ts  issue.  and she thankcd
th in r .  f t , r  h r i ng ing  th i s  l obby ing
cffort togcthcr.
.  Tno col lcge students--  ( iar l '

Fui in toto and L inda Asalo-  a lso
a. l i l rcsscd the reccpt iorr .  (See ad-
i r t in ing  q l r t t ' )  )

I r a r l i c r  i n  t h e  d a Y .  t h c  d c l c g l t
t ion  t ra rc lcd  to  thc  Scnatc  s i t ' l c  o f

t h e  [ { i l t .  S c n a t o r  S P a r k  l r { a t s u -
n a E a  r r r l r l r c s s c r l  t h c  s c s s i t ' n .
cor i r rnc 'n t l ing  t . l ( 'RR and the  N ik '
k c i  c o n r r n u n i t ] ' f o r  t l r c  t r c m c n -
r ' l l u s  e r a s s - r ( ) ( \ t s  p u s h  f o r  t h c
n i l t s .

T h c  s c n a l o r  s h a r e d  t h n t  t h e
\ . ) t c  ( ) n  t l t c  S c r r a t e  s i d c  l o r t k c r l
'  q 1 y  g o o < l  .  g i l c n  t h c  7 6  c ( t -

s . , ) ( )ns( r r  s .  an t l  a  p rohah lc  [ l  I  t t t t t
l f  l ( ) ( l ' , o t t : s  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h c  h i l l .

' l ' h is  
rvo t r ld  i t l so  ass l t rc  a  t \1 ( ) -

l i r i r r l s  r r r  c t r i d c  I  o l c .  i l  R c a g a n
r ! c c i d c t l  t ( )  ! c t o  t h c  b i l l

l \ t a l s t r n a g a  t h c n  q ' c n t  o n  t t t
r ' .  a r r r  t l r u t  t h e  r a r ' i s n t  a g a i r l s t
l r r p a n c s c  A t n c r i c a n s  t h a t  s t i l l
t  r i s l s .  : r r r t l  t r ; t t t v  A t t t c r i c l t t l s '  i r t
i i h i l i t l ' t o  s c c  N i k k c i  a s  " A n t c t i -

r ' t l l S .  
"

I {c  s l r r r rcc l  an cxPcr icncc hc hnd
r .hcn  l hc  I  I .  S  S t ' na t c  hos l t ' r l  a

( ' o t t l i t t u t ' t l  r t r t  I t r t t ! r  )

r r r r rng fcr t l lc  in  t t thcr  schools t ' i
s t rcnsthcn thc Asian Paci f ic  s tu-
dcnt  i r tovcrr rcnl .

l ' h c  c i l r n p u s e s  a c r o s s  t h c
t ln i tcd Sta lcs rcprcscntcd inc lut lc
the fo l los ' ing:  Southern Cal i for '
n i a - -  Eag l c  Rock  Jun io r  l l i gh
Schoo l .  Ga rde r ra  l l i gh  Schoo l .
[ - ,ast  Los Angclcs Col legc.  Cal i
f o r n i n  S t a t e  U n i v c r s i t Y ,  L t t s
Anec l cs :  No r the rn  Ca l i f o rn ia -

l '

l;

I
r
d

I
I
t
(

community grouPs' such as the'i:
National beirociatic Council of .'
Asian Pacific Americans, Ot;S,
ganization of Cllinese. Amcticans., I
i i i"n Pacific Bat Associatiott.
Asian Pacific Federal EmPloYeqo',
Council. Washington D.C' JaPe#"
nese American Citizens l*ague,:.
(JACL), Legislat ive Educat ion
Committee/JACL. Also spon-Commit tee spon-! v l l t l r r r r r v v .

sor ing the event  congressmen
Mervin F)vmallv (D- Gardena),Mervyn DymallY (D- I '
Robeit Matsui (D-Sacramento).
and  Norman  M ine ta  ' (D -San

Jose).
"Just  as the concentrat ion

camrts arc an indclible Part of
h i s to rv .  have  made  h i s to rY  i n
these irast few daYs," said Berr
Nakano, NCRR sPokesPerson-

"What we have done is to Put
Consrcss on not ice ' that  . . .  the
fundimental issue is justice and
equa l  r i gh t s ' f o r ' a l l , "  he  con -
tinued.

He said that it was Congress
that authorized the round-uP and
incarcerat ion of  ovcr  120'000

iil"fr; A;erican Cirfzens trague's [*ke end Ersu lllasaoka.

come forward in this strtrggle. httt
w i t h o u t  t h e  c r e a t i v e  a n d
many-s idcd par i ic ipat i t rn r r f  thc
grasi  rot r ts .  the iedrcss t l l r ) \c l l lc l l l
ivould nevcr havc gotten off thc
ground. much less wherc it is to-
day.  "

Consressnren Matsui .  N{ ineta
antl Diln Edwards {D-San -losc)
sprrke bricfly to ihc gr()ttP. nnd
M i k e  M a s a o k a .  f o r n t c r  J , { C L
Washington lobbf ist also ntadc a
b r i e f  SGtcn rcn t  o f  s t tPPor t  and
commcnt lat ion.

A specia l  award in  ahstcnt ia

rvc l l  as h is  current  qt rpp(r r t  in  pt t t -
t ine h is  Washington D C.  of f ice
arr t ' i  s taf f  a t  lhe d isprrsal  of  the
NC'RR dclegat ion.

Spccia l  tFanks r rc tc  a lso Sivcn
to  i r t i ya  l u ' a tak i  o f  h i s  Los
Aneelei staff, who rlorked tire-
less- lv  r+ i th  other  NCRR mcmbers
in  o rcan i z i ne  thc  l ohh l

But  thc h ighl ight  of  thc reccP-
t i o n  c a r n e  w i r h  t h c  g r o u P  o f
spcakcrs f rom the NCRR dclega-
tion. reflecting the rangc of people
rcprcsentcd in the grass-rools lob-
bying cffort.

W A S H I N G I  O N . - - " W h e n  I
cntered col lege.  i l  uas the rcdrcss
and reparat ions issr te that .opcncd
mv  cycs .  [ . i s t en i r t g  l o  t cs t l l r l ( ) n l cs
at- the hcar ings nrr , i  lcarn ing ( t f  thc
pain and suffering our parents fclt
b r o u g h t  ( r u t  r l l ) ' a n g c r  a t  t h e
unpa id  v i o l a t i ons .  A t  t he  sa tne
tinie. it hrrrrtght <rttt tr lY prit lc in
bcing Japaneic Anrcr ican."  sa id
I  i nd -e  Ac r t n  n  p radua te  s t t l den t



GRASS-ROOTS LOBBYING COMES TO A CLOSE
Fntn Page I
v is i t  o f  some Japanese d ig-
nitarics. There were two recep-
tion lines- one made up of Japa-
nese. thc other of Americans. He
and his wife were immcdiatelv
led to stand in the line with thi
Japanese.

Also on July 28, the'delegation

lobbied var ious con-
gresspersons:' paying thank-you
visits, reminding co-sponsors to
vgte for the bill, and trying to
urge undecided or opposed con-
gresspersons to change their
minds and vote "yes. "

One lobby group, which in-
cluded three 442nd veterans. vis-

i

ited a Texas r€Drcsentative.
Upon entcriig his office, they

introduced themselves as "Japa

nese Texans. " The congrcssman
was surprised, not being aware of
any significant. Japanese popula-
hon rn hu| drstnct.

They, then, shbwed him the"honorary Texan" certif icate
they received for their heroic rc-
scue of the "Lost (Texas) Bat-
talion" during World War II. The
unit had lost more men than they
saved in the operation.

The congressman was ex-
tremely moved, and said he
thought he would vote for the
bill, as the three veterzrns got up
to leave.

After the morning lobbying vis-
its, all the delegates met together.
They were addressed by Con-
gnessman Robert Matsui, Grace
Uyehara of the l-egislative Educa.
tion CommitteclJ|CL, and John
Lilly of the Lutheran Conference
of America. The rest of the after-
noon wix filled with more lobbv-
ing visits.

All the lobbying was focussed
on the House of RcDresentatives
side of the "Hill. " An estimared
fifty more votes are needed to
pass the bill, which will be inuo-
duced on the House floor on Sep-
tember 17- the 200th annivei-
sary of the U.S. Constiturron.

In summary, by this third dav
of lobbyrng. the members of rhc
delcgation were becoming verv
close, with countless meetlnes to
plan or summarize each lobblins
visit. eating many of their meali
t oge the r .  and  sha r i ng  expe r i -
ences.

In one group. a Nisei woman
commented that the Sansei were
the ones that were reaily pushing
the redress movemcnt ahead.

But a Sansei in the same ream
responded thar it was the Nisei
and Issei who were the inspira-
tion. having survived the camps.
and not giving up the fight ibr
justice all these years. Over ha.lf
of the delegation were Nisei.

Though intangible. the feeline
ot mutual respect. pnde end unirv
in tightrng for this common cause
slowly jelled. in ream afrer team.
over the days of intensive lobbv-
gg_rnd acrivity in Washington
D.C .
(Evel,-n Yoshimura was a member
of rhe NCRR delegation . )

PL,\NNING STRATEGY- San Jose's Rudy Toklwa, left, of the
*l2nd Regimental Combat Team, Eric Saul of the Natlonal Japa.
nese :\merican Historical liociety, John Ota of Ssn Francisco's Ne.
tional Coalition for Redress/Reparations, and Fred Kortmatsu,
one of the three men flghtlng the evacuatlon in the courts, get
together during a session of the lobbying.

JAPAN BASIC TOUR
IEPARTING: october  2.  1987
' iCNCLUDING: 0ctober  i4 ,  1987 (at  Hi roshima)
VISITING: Ig.kyo - Kamakura - Hakone - Atami - Nagoya -

Gitu - tse,Toba - Kashikol ima - Nara - Kyoio -
Takarazuka - Kyoto - Miyayima - Hiroshima (Dis-
band)

COST: 52.450 per person twin sharing, including most
meals, ano round tf lp air fare

CUT 0FF: August 20, 1987
lxtended stay in Japan and stop-over in Hawaii oossible.

WEST L.A. TRAVEL
Iour Escort-Yuki Sato

F0r detailed itinerary, please cail (2.t3) 820-5250


